2009 U.S. Army Soldier Show Biographies
SPC CARLOS BENEFIELD

92Y – Supply Specialist

Union, S.C., U.S. Army Reserve

SPC Carlos Benefield, a member of the 1/118th L IN Battalion of South Carolina, was born May 30, 1987, in Jacksonville, Fla. His mother, Rose, inspired him to begin singing at age 8, and he gained further inspiration from Whitney Houston.  In 2003, Benefield served as a drum major at Woodland High School in Dorchester, S.C., and a choir director in Kabul, Afghanistan. His dream is to represent Soldiers worldwide as a professional vocalist. He thanks his mother, siblings, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the South Carolina National Guard for their support.
SPC VICTORIA CHANG

 68S – Preventive Medicine Specialist
White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico

SPC Victoria Chang’s musically-inclined parents encouraged her to sing while she was growing up in Reno, Nev. She participated in choir from elementary through Clark High School in Las Vegas, but upon military enlistment did not imagine an opportunity to sing for the U.S. Army Soldier Show. Chang thanks her Family and friends, along with her unit at McAfee U.S. Army Health Clinic, for their support.

SSG TOURE CLARK
92Y20 – Unit Supply Clerk
Columbia, S.C., 3/21 Regiment, 98th Division, U.S. Army Reserve

SSG Toure Clark, a 29-year veteran roller skater, has performed 15 skating demonstrations at Fort Jackson, S.C., and Fort Gordon, Ga. He won the 1988 Far East-American Roller Skating crown in Okinawa, Japan. He took second place in an Army Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Command-sponsored 2007 Festival of the Arts competition. He also earned roller-skating kudos at two Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers Talent Shows. Clark served as president of the Jamskaters, a group that mentored youngsters in Augusta, Ga. A graduate of Sandy Spring (Md.) Friends School and resident of Batesburg, S.C., he is married with two daughters and two grandchildren. 
SGT SARAH CONNELL
68W – Health Care Specialist/Combat Medic
Fort Jackson, S.C., USA MEDDAC
SGT Connell sang at the White House with her college choir during a 2004 Christmas ceremony. A native of Blacksburg, Va., she began singing with the school choir as a sixth-grader and continued through her college career. While attending California University of Pennsylvania in Phoenix, Ariz., Connell performed in several musicals. She joined the Army in 2005 and worked in the urgent care clinic at Moncrief Army Community Hospital in Fort Jackson, S.C. Connell enjoys rock climbing, fostering dogs and participating in Civil War reenactments, a hobby since age 11. She also ran track in high school and college. Connell thanks her Family, Moncrief Army Community Hospital, and the Soldier Show cast and crew for their unwavering love and support.

SGT DAWN FLORENCE
42A – Human Resources Specialist
MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, Fla.
SGT Dawn Florence, a 2002 graduate of Western High School in Baltimore, has been singing since she could talk. She joined the Army in 2002 and was selected to sing the national anthem at her Basic Training and Advanced Individual Training graduation ceremonies. While stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, she received kudos for singing at various military functions. Her proudest achievement was being selected as the opening act for recording artist Monica and Angie Stone at the 2004 Veteran’s Day concert on Fort Hood.  She competed in the Military Idol singing contest. Florence, who also writes her own music, thanks her parents and grandmother for their sacrifice, love and support.
SSG NAKITA FOX
88M – Vehicle Transporter 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.
SSG Nakita Fox, a native of Newport News, Va., has attained an associate degree and is working on a bachelor’s in criminal justice from Saint Leo University. She began singing at age 6 with the Second Baptist Church Youth Choir. Fox has been able to share her gift of song in several capacities and considers being able to sing and serve her country simultaneously a privilege and an honor.  Fox thanks her Family and friends for their support.
SSG NAFRETTIFI GRIFFIN
35P – Intelligence Analyst
Fort Meade, Md.
SSG Nafrettifi Griffin is a married mother of three: Joseph Griffin II (6), Nafrettifi (5), and Osiris (3). After graduating from North Atlanta High School for Performing Arts, she earned an associate degree at Anne Arundel Community College in Arnold, Md. She thanks husband, Joseph, and her Family and friends for their sacrifices and unwavering support.

CW2 ELAINE HUDSON
920A – Property Book Technician

Fort Carson, Colo., Colorado Army National Guard
CW2 Elaine Hudson was born in San Diego, and began singing at age 5. Hudson’s mother says the first song she sang was “If This World Were Mine.” Hudson sang in various choirs and bands throughout elementary, secondary, and post-secondary schools.  When Hudson joined the military in December of 1989, she thought, “four and no more” would be enough. Her military career, however, evolved into a 19-year journey. She thanks her Family and friends for their unwavering love and support.

SPC ALLAH JOHNSON
92 FOX – Petroleum Fueler
Fort Lee, VA, 58th Quartermaster Company
SPC Allah Johnson enjoyed singing so much as a youngster that he joined the Mosaic Youth Theatre of Detroit. He graduated in 2001 from Kettering High School, where he sang in the chorus. He earned a bachelor’s degree in radio and television at Central State University in Wilberforce, Ohio, and joined the Army in the spring of 2005. Later that year, Johnson, the proud father of Taylor (6), Tyler (3) and Bryce (1), deployed to Baghdad, Iraq. 
SSG DENEEN MURRAY

 92Y3O – Supply Sergeant  

Fort Lee, Va., Alpha Company, 244th Quarter master Battalion
SSG Deneen Murray returns this year for a second tour with the U.S. Army Soldier Show. After winning the Korean regional in the 2005 Stars of Tomorrow contest and a local Military Idol competition at Camp Humphreys, South Korea, she performed in the 2006 Soldier Show. A Philadelphia native, Murray performed in school choirs from elementary school through college. She earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology at the University of South Florida in 1989 and joined the Army in 1991.  She thanks her husband of 24 years, her two daughters, and Alpha Company, 244th Quarter master Battalion for their support.
SGT JENNIFER NOEL
68WY8 – Combat Medic/Allergy-Immunology Technician
Washington, D.C., Walter Reed Army Medical Center
SGT Jennifer Noel, a native of Stockton, Calif., is married with two sons and a daughter: Tony (12), Antonio (9) and Malaya (7).  A graduate of Pierce College in Woodland Hills, Calif., Noel joined the Army in July 2006. She is passionate about singing and writing poetry. After singing for a patient at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Noel was encouraged to sing at Equal Opportunity events. She thanks her Family and unit for their faith and support. 

PFC SUSAN NOGA
46R – Broadcast Specialist

Fort Bragg, N.C., 3rd Psychological Operations Battalion
PFC Susan  Noga, a native of Battle Creek, Mich., joined the Army at age 38 to become a public affairs broadcast specialist after working six years as a morning radio show personality. She competed in the 2008 Operation Rising Star competition at Fort Bragg, N.C., and has performed the national anthem for her company.  Noga has two grown children: Nick (20) and Caitlyn (18). A former karaoke host and disc jockey, Noga loves to sing. She is excited about entertaining Soldiers and their Families. She thanks her Family and unit for their love and support.
SPC JULIO PETERSEN III
42A – Human Resources Specialist
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., 701st Military Police Battalion
SPC Julio Petersen was born and raised in Saint Croix, the largest of the U.S. Virgin Islands. He began performing as a fourth-grader and recently won the local 2008 Operation Rising Star competition at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.  He performed in numerous high school shows, competitions and musicals throughout the Virgin Islands and the Caribbean. He was a member of his high school concert choir and the lead male vocalist for a Caribbean/Calypso band. He also performed in three musicals with actress/singer Lillias White, a Tony and Emmy Awards winner. Peterson thanks his Family and unit for allowing him to take part in this prestigious opportunity.

SPC CYRIL POWELL
74D10 – Chemical, Biological, Nuclear, Radiological, High Yield Explosives Specialist
Fort Bragg, N.C., 101st Chemical Company
SPC Cyril Powell proudly shares his Detroit, Mich., hometown with Motown. He began singing for Family and friends at age 5 and progressed to a third-place finish in the 2008 Operation Rising Star singing contest, the military’s version of American Idol. Powell sang the national anthem for Ultimate Fighting Championship’s “Fight for the Troops,” which was broadcast by Spike TV. He has performed at the House of Blues in Los Angeles, at Universal Studios, and during a diversity awards show at the Beverly Hills Hotel that honored Jennifer Lopez and Angel Bassett, among others. 
SGT LESUN STEWART
92F – Petroleum Specialist

Fort Lee, Va., 148th Quartermaster Company
SGT Lesun Stewart, a native of Denmark, S.C., began singing at age 7 and performed in elementary and high school choirs. After attending Vorhees College for two years, he joined the Army in 2001. Stewart has two children: Najajuan Tyr (9) and Zy Asia Monae (3). He thanks his Family for a musical upbringing, along with his unit and members of the Soldier Show cast and crew for their support.
Technicians
SFC EARNEST BASKIN
68W – Health Care Specialist

Fort Gillem, Ga., 75th United States Army Hospital Reserve
SFC Earnest Baskin, a performer in the 2008 U.S. Army Soldier Show, has more than 20 years of experience in the music, film, and recording industry. His latest works include the release of two solo CDs “Motion Picture” and “The Soldier.” He thanks his wife, Shelia, and daughters, Tiara and Errice for their support.
SPC JOSE IBARRA
88K – Watercraft Operator

Fort Eustis, Va., 97th Transportation Company
SPC Jose Ibarra, a native of Los Angeles, entered the Army on September 11, 2003.  He attended Basic Training at Fort Jackson, S.C., and Advanced Individual Training at Fort Eustis, Va., home of the Transportation Corps.  He has served in various positions, ranging from watercraft operator in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom to audio technician for the 2008 and 2009 U.S. Army Soldier Shows. Ibarra, who recently married his wife, Ricel, enjoys being part of a group that helps boost the morale of Army Families. 
PFC CASANDRA LORENSEN

92F – Petroleum Specialist 

Fort Gordon, Ga., 202nd Military Intelligence Battalion
PFC Casandra Lorensen was born in San Diego and raised in Norfolk, Va. After graduating from high school, she joined the Army to acquire specialized training in petroleum. She is serving as a stage manager for the 2009 U.S. Army Soldier Show. Lorensen thanks her Family and unit for their support.
SGT JARED MORGAN
42R – Musician 

New York, N.Y., 282nd Army Band Reserve
SGT Jared Morgan has been involved with entertainment production for the past decade. He graduated from Montclair State University with a bachelor’s degree in broadcasting and has since been honing his craft as a television producer, editor, and audio engineer. He is enthused about learning how the Army produces entertainment.

SSG ANTHONY SADLER
89B – Ammunition Specialist

 Southfield, Mich., 645th Regional Support Group, U.S. Army Reserves
SSG Anthony Sadler was a performer in the 2007 U.S. Army Show Soldier Show. He returned in 2008 to serve as a wardrobe technician and will fill that role again this season. Sadler began singing in church as a teenager. He joined the Army in August of 1983. Sadler was deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom from December 2003 through February 2005, including an assignment at Abu Ghraib Prison. After completing his third tour with the Soldier Show, Sadler plans to continue singing in his hometown with aspirations of performing professionally.

SPC KATHRINE SCHAEFER

42R – Instrumentalist 
Morrisville, N.C., 440th Army Band N.C. National Guard
SPC Kathrine Schaefer, a performer in the 2008 U.S. Army Soldier Show, returns this year as a technician. Schaefer was born in Fort Bragg, N.C., and raised as an Army brat. She spent most of her childhood involved in gymnastics and cheerleading. Now she is stationed at Fort Bragg and majoring in civil engineering at North Carolina State University. Schaefer thanks her Family, friends and members of the 440th Army Band for their support.
SPC MICHELE WALTON

25Q – Multichannel Transmission Systems Operator/Maintainer
Fort Stewart, Ga., 551st Signal Battalion
PFC Michele Walton joined the Army for a challenge in life. Upon return from deployment in Iraq in December of 2008, she saw an ad for the U.S. Army Soldier Show, applied, and got excited about the idea of returning to her civilian career in show business. Walton also is studying to become a chaplain.

